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LEDA PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Statement by Member for Kwinana 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [1.00 pm]: Some time ago the parents of 
young schoolchildren attending the primary school in Leda became concerned about it becoming a target for 
break-ins. There was constant damage to school property. Another problem emerged when special-needs 
children leaving the primary school potentially came in contact with busy Gilmore Avenue alongside the school. 
An energetic father, Jason Biffin, who is the president of the Leda Primary School parents and citizens group, 
met with the principal and staff to try to solve the problem. They found an answer. All they wanted was for the 
school to be fenced. They foresaw the fence as not only deterring would-be break-ins and random damage, but 
also as being a buffer to stop any danger to kids attending the school. Importantly, a fence would mean that the 
special-education students would have a secure environment and not be in danger of leaving the school, 
particularly via Gilmore Avenue. The P&C contacted my electorate office, and I am pleased to say that their 
pleas for help have been heard by the Minister for Education. With the support of the Leda P&C and many 
others, a petition was taken up and my office was able to support them through a public campaign with letters to 
the minister. Now it seems that they will get their wish: a fence has been promised. I therefore formally take this 
opportunity to congratulate the members of the Leda community for their efforts in pressuring the government to 
provide the primary school with much-needed fencing. I thank Jason Biffin, the principal of the school and all 
the parents who signed the petition to highlight this need.  

I will continue to work hard for the Kwinana community so people can continue to choose Kwinana as a great 
place to live. All members would agree that one of the pleasures of being in Parliament is to have the opportunity 
to talk about people we represent when they do something so positive that they get a bonus for the area. 

Sitting suspended from 1.02 to 2.00 pm 
 


